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that in *42, with the United States in the war, they must have seen
that the time was running against them. Hence one would have
thought that their best chance would be an intense effort to knock
out the Soviets before American power began to be felt. Toward the
end of '41 they had indeed admitted permanent losses of well over
850,000, but the large numbers of recruits whom they afterward
found show that at the beginning of '42 German manpower was
still abundant. Consequently, their comparatively conservative pro-
cedure looks like a deliberate attempt to "win on the cheap." But
why? We do not know. Like most revolutionary governments, they
may have feared unpopularity at home.

At first all went well with them. Early in July the stubborn re-
sistance of Sevastopol was finally beaten down. Toward the end of
that month nearly all the west bank of the Don River had been
cleared. By the end of August the invaders were approaching Sta-
lingrad, formerly Tsaritsyn, the city of the Czarina, where the
Volga bends to the west. On the southeast they were halfway to
the Caspian at Mozdok. On the Black Sea shore they were threaten-
ing Novorossiisk, the last good harbor in which tie Soviet Black
Sea fleet could lie. Before mid-September Novorossiisk had fallen,
and Stalingrad was closely threatened. The Red Army had been
counterattacking persistently on the northern part of the Gennan
offensive front but without appreciable gains, while all Soviet or-
gans of propaganda were crying for an Anglo-American second
front in the West.

For this, however, the Anglo-American leaders did not yet con-
sider themselves strong enough. Late in August English and Cana-
dian units raided the coast of Normandy at Dieppe under powerful
air cover and re-embarked most of their troops, but only after suf-
fering a high proportion of losses without taking the town. Dieppe
at least taught valuable lessons in landing against opposition and
about German defensive methods. The defeat of a larger landing in
France would have helped the Russians little, while either such a
defeat or stalemating of a landing followed by an attempt to hold
an Anglo-American foothold would have beegi ruinously costly in
Anglo-American shipping.

Meanwhile, as September gave way to October, Stalingrad still
held out. South of the place the Germans had reached the Volga
and interrupted the river transport, but while the rubble heaps